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Summer Camp Guide 

 
  Camp Michawana 2026 

This summer is going to be incredible and we are so excited to welcome you to Camp Micha-
wana! Thank you for leƫng your child(ren) spend part of their summer with us on the beauƟ-
ful shores of Long Lake.  
 
Our goal for this Summer Camp Guide is to answer all of your quesƟons. If it doesn’t, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with us. We want to do everything we can to help you and your 
camper feel prepared and excited for your upcoming experience at Camp Michawana.  
 
A staff member is available to answer quesƟons Monday - Friday between 9:00am and 
5:00pm at (269)  804-3440 (OpƟon 3). If you have an emergency please call our emergency 
line at 269-804-3442 and someone will call you back. You can also send us a message anyƟme 
at reg@michawanacamp.org and we will respond to you as soon as possible.  

Welcome 

Camp Michawana’s mission is to Plant the Word of God into lives so that each camper will 
know Christ as their Savior and  become unashamed in their faith, living purposely for the 
Lord. 
 
We believe that a Camp Michawana experience should be available to all. We believe that all 
human life is sacred because it is created in the image of God, and we are called to respect 
every camper and guest regardless of their ability, gender, culture, religion, race, region, or 
socio-economic status. 
 
Camp Michawana has been serving campers, families and guests since 1938.  The camp expe-
rience draws a camper or guest away from the rouƟne of everyday life and has the power to 
transform lives. Camp combines intenƟonal programming, acƟviƟes, Bible teaching, and op-
portuniƟes to try something new in a safe environment. Staff members are energeƟc,           
encouraging, compassionate, fun-loving ChrisƟan role-models and have a lasƟng impact on 
campers’ lives. Camp Michawana serves campers and guests of varying faiths, as well as no 
faith at all. It is our hope that everyone who comes to Camp will see the love of Jesus through  
our staff and programs. 

Camp Philosophy 
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Summer Camp Goals + ObjecƟves 
We desire:  
1. That our mission would be carried out and that by learning God's Word each camper 

would:  
· Have a clear invitaƟon to place their faith in Jesus.  
· Go home with a desire and ability to grow in their relaƟonship with Jesus Christ.  

2. That campers would have meaningful memories and a joyful experience knowing that they 
and every human is sacred because they are made in the image of God on purpose for a 
purpose.  

3. That each camper will experience new adventures, knowledge, skills, and habits.  

The Michawana experience intenƟonally combines faith and fun by providing tangible, physi-
cal parallels to our spiritual journeys in a place where young people not only hear, but also 
see and experience Jesus. Campers live in small, welcoming lodges where they are able to 
“start with a clean slate”, have healthy interacƟons with peers, and develop personal, loving 
friendships with our staff. We constantly seek feedback to be sure that our programs and facil-
iƟes conƟnue to be innovaƟve, creaƟve, exciƟng, relevant, and in alignment with our goals. 
We also ensure that our staff is thoroughly trained to be mission-driven and mission-effecƟve 
in order to exceed expectaƟons.  
 
This experience stems from the foundaƟonal truth that our work is about how God, through 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit, changes lives. Because of this, we love kids without pretense or 
judgment.  

The Camp Experience Defined 

Summer Camp Theme 2026 

 

God’s Rehab plan to heal & strengthen what 
maƩers most.  
 
SƟtched & Ripped is a weeklong journey where 
we open God’s Word to see how Jesus brings 
healing and strength to the relaƟonships that 

maƩer most. Each day, campers explore one key relaƟonship—with God, Family, 
Friends, Church, and Authority—and discover how sin has “ripped” what God 
originally designed to be whole. Through Scripture, skits, and hands-on experienc-
es, campers learn how Jesus sƟtches what’s broken, restores what’s hurƟng, and 
empowers us to live in healthy, grace-filled relaƟonships according to His perfect 
design. 
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Camp Michawana Arrival & Departure InformaƟon 

 

DirecƟons 
For direcƟons use this address:  6475 Wilkins Road HasƟngs, MI 49058. 
AŌer coming in the main entrance, turn right and follow registraƟon signs to the parking lot. 
Please keep your speed 10 mph to ensure safety for all families. A parking lot volunteer will 
help you find a parking spot. Leave camper belongings in the vehicle unƟl aŌer checking in. 
Head to the Dining Hall to check in your camper. Look for a volunteer if you have any ques-
Ɵons. Once your camper is checked in, you may walk or drive to the camper’s lodge to find 
their cabin. AŌer your camper is moved into their cabin you are free to leave camp. Please 
leave your Camper’s free t-shirt with them for their group picture.  

Arrival 
Opening Day: Sunday 4:30 PM—5:30PM (Please do not arrive before 4:15 PM) 
Opening Day is an exciƟng Ɵme for everyone! When you arrive to the Dining Hall you will be 
greeted by a staff member who will direct you to one of the RegistraƟon Tables where the 
check-in process will begin right at 4:30 pm.  To expedite check-in please be sure to complete 
all forms & pay account balances  prior to arrival. Cabin assignments will be provided upon 
check in and your Counselor will be waiƟng in your cabin to meet you and welcome you to 
Camp!  
 
All campers will go through a head lice screening by our Nursing Staff. All campers with medi-
caƟon (both prescripƟon and over the counter) will need to check-in their medicaƟon with 
the Nursing Staff. Please make sure all MedicaƟons  are updated in the campers account. 
 
On Opening Day the Trading Post (camp store) will open at 4:15 PM, where you can purchase 
Camp Michawana gear. Spending money for your camper can be placed in a store account in 
advance online or on opening day. The Trading Post will be open again on Closing Day.  

Youth Camp Full Week Departure 
Closing Day: Friday  12:00N-2PM 
There will be a closing program that begins at 12:30 pm in the chapel. Park in the parking lot 
and walk up the chapel hill to sign out your camper at the entrance of the chapel. Photo I.D. is  
required to be shown prior to signing out your camper.  You will receive a release card be sure 
to hand this card to your child’s counselor. Camper will then be released and you may head to 
their cabin to gather their belongings.  

Mini& Blitz -Camp Parents 
Opening Day: Sunday 4:30 PM—5:30 PM (Please do not arrive before 4:15 PM) 
Closing Day: Friday  12:00N-2PM 
There will be a short closing program that begins at 12:30 pm either at chapel or amphithea-
ter.  Photo I.D. is  required to be shown prior to signing out your camper.  You will receive a 
release card be sure to hand this card to your child’s counselor. Camper will then be released 
and you may head to their cabin to gather their belongings.  

Mid-Week Pick-Up & Drop-Off 
To ensure the security of our campers, all pick-up or drop-off during the week must be done 
during the office hours of  9am-5pm Monday – Friday. Campers must be signed in or out at 
the Main Office in the presence of a Michawana Staff Member. Photo I.D. is required to sign 
out campers. Please call ahead of Ɵme to make arrangements. 
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Planning for Camp Michawana 
Your Online Account 
Every camper has a online account,, Please make payments & confirm all medical forms are 
updated and add money to your camper’s store account. If you have quesƟons about your 
online account, call the office at (269) 804-3470 If you add funds to your child’s account dur-
ing their camp session please let us know. 

Cabin Assignments 

Campers are assigned to cabins by gender, age and grade level. Cabins are intenƟonally mixed 
with new and returning  campers. Campers may request to be with another camper. This can 
be done while filling out your online registraƟon and list Cabin Mate Request.  We do our best 
to accommodate requests.  

Camper CommunicaƟon 
Mail and Packages 

· Send a leƩer to: 6475 Wilkins Rd HasƟngs, MI 49058 
· Free post cards will be available for you to fill out on Opening Day for your child(ren) 
· Send an email to : camper@michawanacamp.org with the camper name in the subject line 
· Purchase a Survival Pack ($25) during registraƟon or at check-in to have Michawana souvenirs deliv-

ered on Tuesday (value is greater than items purchased individually) 
· Please account for Ɵme when sending regular mail or amazon (we are not responsible if packages ar-

rive aŌer a session is done.) 
 
VisiƟng/Phone Calls 
We ask that parents and families refrain from visiƟng camp during the week, but we welcome 
leƩers, emails and packages. Families are invited to tour the faciliƟes and meet the staff on 
Opening and Closing Days.  
 
Camp Michawana does not permit campers to make or receive phone calls. The staff will 
make case by case decisions for  homesickness or other situaƟons. If an emergency situaƟon 
arises at home, we ask parents to call 269-804-3440 during Office Hours or (269) 804-3442 
aŌer hours and a Camp Michawana Leadership Staff will answer or return your call. Our staff 
will gladly assist you and your camper in every situaƟon.  

Camp Store 
Our Trading Post carries Camp Michawana apparel, water boƩles, flashlights, souvenirs, 
snacks,  ice-cream and more.  Families can shop the Trading Post on Opening and Closing 
Days. Campers will have a chance to visit the Trading Post each day during the week.  
 

Spending money can be deposited into their Trading Post Account in advance or on Opening 
Day. Items for sale range in price from $0.25 - $40. Campers can check their balances at the 
trading post during the week. If there is money leŌ you can get a refund on closing day. If leŌ-
over money is not collected by Wednesday of the following week -  it will be processed as a 
donaƟon.  

Keepsakes 
All campers receive a FREE summer camp t-shirt and a cabin photo. An all camp 
group photo can be ordered at registraƟon for $6 each. Survival Packs can be or-
dered at registraƟon for $25. The packs are given out at mail call Tuesday night 
(Monday for Mini & Blitz-Camp). 
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Camp Michawana Packing Information 

Camper cell phones are not permiƩed. If found they will be turned into the office and can be collected at the 
end of the week. Staff will look through their cabins, including camper belongings, throughout the first 1-2 
days of camp. We want to give campers a break and a chance to disconnect from the outside world while 
they are at camp. Cell phones create distracƟons and disturbances and don't help in fostering a camp envi-
ronment with new connecƟons and fresh starts.  

Cell Phones 

· Swimsuit (see guidelines) 
· Beach towel 
· Sleeping Bag 
· Pillow 
· Raincoat 
· Sweatshirt 
· Shirts 
· Shorts 
· Long Pants 
· Shower towel/wash cloth 
· Flip flops/sandals 
· Tennis shoes  

· Flashlight 
· Water boƩle 
· Bug spray 
· Sunscreen 
· Toiletries (soap, shampoo, tooth paste, deodor-

ant, etc.) 
· Bible, Notebook, and a pen or pencil 
· Old clothes that can potenƟally get dirty or 

stained 
· Necessary RX medicaƟons ( See “MedicaƟons” 

secƟon below) 

Packing List 
Please label all items with your camper’s first and last name. Counselors do their best to help 
campers keep track of their  belongings; however,  Camp Michawana cannot be responsible 
for lost items. Please consider this when making decisions  about what to pack for camp.  

OpƟonal Items: 
· Personal Equipment for acƟviƟes 
· Hat 
· StaƟonary/Envelopes/Stamps 
· Dress up Clothes for Themed Days 
****please follow dress code when dressing  
for theme days*** 

Theme Days:  
· Muscle Monday– wear your workout gear and 

dress like an athlete 
· Trauma Tuesday - dress like doctor, nurse, pa-

Ɵent, surgeon or a fake trauma injury 
· Wacky Wednesday– all things wild, crazy, back-

wards and mismatched  

Swimwear Guidelines 
Swimwear should provide adequate coverage and fasten securely. For the girls: modest one 
pieces or Tankini style bathing suits that covers the midriff. If the camper does not come with 
an appropriate swimsuit, a t-shirt will be required to cover bathing suit. For the guys: modest 
length swim shorts. 

Counselors will be on hand while campers are unpacking, and if any of the following items are 
found, they will be held in the office and returned to a parent/guardian on Closing Day.  
· Cell phones 
· ipad, ipod, etc. 
· Electronic Games 
· Fireworks 
· Valuable jewelry 
· Cash 
· Laptops 

· Knives or Firearms * 
· Tobacco Products * 
· Alcohol * 
· E-CigareƩes/Vaporizers * 
· Illegal Substances * 

What Not to Bring  

* Campers with these items will be dismissed from camp without refund. 
—-> Camp Michawana is not responsible for any lost, stolen or damaged items. 
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Health, MedicaƟons & Food Service 

Health Center - Infirmary  
Our infirmary is staffed with Health Care Officers or Licensed Nurses each week who meet all 
State of Michigan requirements. They are on duty 24/7 to meet any health needs. Campers 
who are not feeling well or have an injury should visit the Infirmary. A doctor is on call 24/7. If 
necessary, an E-unit ambulance may be called. 
Calls are placed to parents when:  
· A camper goes to the hospital 
· A camper needs to be seen by a doctor 
· Other situaƟons leŌ up to the discreƟon of the health care officer/nurse 

Health Form 
Camp Michawana is required to have a Health Form on file for each camper. Parents/
guardians can complete the Health Form by logging in to their online account. Health forms 
are mandatory, please complete during registraƟon.  If any major changes happen please no-
Ɵfy the Camp Office. 

MedicaƟons 
All medicaƟons, both prescripƟon and over the counter, including vitamins and supplements, 
must be checked in at the Health Center with the Health Care Officers on Opening Day (i.e. 
eyedrops, hydrocorƟsone, allergy medicaƟons, etc.) No medicaƟons are allowed in cabins 
(with the excepƟon of inhalers and epi-pens). All medicaƟons must be in their ORIGINAL con-
tainer noƟng RX number, camper name, physician name, and dosage. We recommend only 
bringing the amount needed while at camp, plus one addiƟonal dose. Camper medicaƟons 
are dispensed prior to each meal and bedƟme. If a camper needs to receive medicaƟon at a 
different Ɵme, special arrangements can be discussed with the Health Care Officer on Open-
ing Day. Camper medicaƟons must be noted on the camper’s Health Form. You can access the 
Health Form by logging into your account. All medicaƟon changes must be updated in childs 
account prior to arrival. 
 

The Infirmary is stocked with Over-The-Counter meds for campers who may need an unex-
pected medicaƟon. If no med should be given, please note that on the Health Form. 
 

Health Screening 
We screen all campers for good health prior to admission. We request that no campers come 
to camp ill or with a contagious condiƟon. Campers must be fever-free for 24 hours without 
taking fever-reducing medicine. All campers will be screened for lice on Opening Day. If a 
camper is found with lice, they must leave to be treated, and may return aŌer treatment.  

Meals 
Trained food service staff prepare nutriƟous meals for campers. Fresh fruit, vegetables and 
other healthy opƟons are offered every day. A salad bar is available at lunch and dinner most 
days. Campers are encouraged to drink water at every meal and throughout the day to pre-
vent dehydraƟon. 

Food Allergies & RestricƟons 
Please indicate food allergies and dietary restricƟons on your camper’s health form. Please 
email our Food Service Director with any dietary needs or concerns at least two weeks prior 
to your camp week.  
 
Email: reg@michawanacamp.org Subject: Camper Dietary Needs 
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Typical Daily Schedule 
7:15 Wake-Up 
7:30 God & I Time/Cabin Clean-
up 
8:15 Flag Raising 
8:30 Breakfast 
9:30 Chapel 
10:00 Bible Hour 
11:00  Morning AcƟvity 
11:45 Cabin Adventure 
12:30 Lunch 
1:15 Quiet Hour 
2:15 AcƟvity Time 
5:00 Skill Hour 
6:00  Dinner 
7:00 Group Game 
8:00 Chapel 
10:00 Cabin DevoƟons/Lights Out 

Life at Camp Michawana 

Birthdays 
Many campers celebrate their birthday while they are at Camp Michawana. We make their 
day special by recognizing them with our staff singing to them in front of the Dining Hall at 
lunch or dinner.  

Laundry 
Laundry faciliƟes are not available for camper use. In the 
case of an emergency, our staff will work with campers to 
meet their needs in a Ɵmely manner. (Limited laundry 
will be available for Team Timothy on the weekends) 

Camper Behavior ExpectaƟons 
Camp Michawana has established rules to ensure the 
safety and happiness of all campers. If a behavioral prob-
lem is significant or persistent, parents will be contacted. 
Campers who do not demonstrate appropriate behavior 
will be sent home from Camp at the discreƟon of the Di-
rectors. Early dismissal will not warrant the refund of 
fees.  
 
For the best camp experience, please send behavioral 
meds to Camp as you would give during the school year. 

First Time Campers/Homesickness 
Homesickness with campers is common. Parents can help 
with the adjustment of their campers by leaving on a pos-
iƟve note. Set campers up for success by seƫng goals 
with them and being enthusiasƟc about their upcoming 
experience. It is best not to promise that campers can call 
home or leave Camp early if they are homesick. 
 
Our camp staff are well-trained to help campers adjust to 
life at Camp by immediately involving them in fun acƟvi-
Ɵes and team bonding. Though homesickness is common 
in some campers, it is usually short-lived due to all the 
fun and people encouraging them at Camp Michawana. A 
leadership staff member will contact parents in persistent 
home sickness cases.  

Thank you for leƫng us partner with you and allowing us the opportunity to spend part of 
the summer with your kids! Our prayer is that Camp is a catalyst for spiritual growth. We 
will send Bible Buddy follow up papers to your church or home and send Keys for Kids or 
Unlocked DevoƟonals with the camper and in the mail throughout the year. If you'd like 
help connecƟng with a church, please reach out!  


